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Irish History, circumstance, that seems almost fortuitous, has
played a decisive and an adverse part \ and a kind of dark
and mournful fatality, like the song of the chorus in the Greek
Drama, appears to play over a protracted and unhappy
tragedy. This is given to us as an ensample, and affords
matter for reflection.

I have written this work on Irish History with a reference
to these leading ideas and from these points of view, I have,
I hope, composed the narrative in the spirit in which every
narrative of the kind should be composed. I have endeavoured
to trace the causes of events, to show their connection and
relations, to tell the truth fearlessly, to be strictly impartial,
and yet always to make allowance for the stress of circum-
stance, and for the frailties, the passions, and the ignorance
of humanity. I shall have gained my object if I shall have
directed the attention of thoughtful minds in Great Britain and
Ireland to Irish History. The subject, for various reasons, is
of supreme importance to the people of both countries.

As I have been confined within rather narrow limits of
space, I have been obliged to be chary of notes. I have
enumerated in the Appendix the authorities, to which the
reader may be referred. Those which seem to me of special
value are printed in italics.

I have to thank Professor G. W. Prothero for his ad-
mirable skill and care in editing this book, and also the
Treasurer and Librarian of the King's Inns, Dublin, for much
valuable information.
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